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AN 


ADVERTISEMENT 


TO FRE 


READER, 


Concerning this LETTER. 


Courteous Reader, 


T hath been uſual with almoſt all thoſe who have Tran- 
Nlated this Author into any Language, to ſpend much of 
their time and Paper in Taxing his Impieties, and Con- 
futing his Errours, and falſe Principles, as they are 
pleaſed to call them : If upon peruſal of his Writings I - 
had found him guilty of any thing that could deceive the Sim- 

ple,or prejudice the reſt of Mankind, 1 ſhould not have put thee to 
the hazard of reading him in thy owns Language, but rather have 

ſuffered him ſtill to ſleep in the obſcurity of his own, than en- 
danger the World ; but being very well aſſured of the contrary, 

7 that this Age will rather receive advantage than dammage 
by this Publication, T did yet think that it was fit to ſay ſome« 

thing in a Preface to vindicate our Author from thoſe Slanders 

which Prieſts, and other byaſt Pens have laid upon him. But 
fell I thourht that it might prove a bold and preſumptuous Vn- 
dertaking, and might excite Laughter, for a Perſon of my 
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ſmall Parts and Abilities, to Apologiſe for one of the greateſt 
Wits, and profoundeſt Fudgments that ever livd amongſt the 
Moderns. In this perplexity, I had the good fortune ro meet 
with this Letter of his own writing, which hath deliver'd me 
from thoſe ſcraples, and furniſhed me with an opportunity of 
juſtifying this great Perſon by his own Pen, Kecerve then 
this choice Piece with benignity, it hath never before been 
Publiſhed in any Language, but lurkt for above 80 years in 
the private C vr . few of his own K indred, and the deſcendants 
of his own Admirers in Florence ; 'till in the beginning of the 
Pontificat of Urbane the VIIIth, it was procured by the Fe- 
ſuits, and other Buſybodies, and brouzht to Rome, with an 
intention to divert that wiſe Pope from his deſign of making 
one of Nicholas Machiavill's Nume ard Family Cardinal, as 
(notwithſtanding all thzir oppoſition) he did not long after. 
When it was gotten into that City, it wanted not thoſe who 
had th? judgment and curiofity to copy it, and ſo at length 
came to enjoy that priviledge which all rare Pirces (even the 
ſharpeſt Libels and Paſquils) challenge in that Court, which 
is to be ſold to ſtrangers : One of which being a Gentlemay of 
this Countrey, brought it over with him at his return from 
Florence, #n the year 1645. and having Tranſlated it into 
Engliſh, did communicate it to diters of his Friends, and by 
means of ſome of them, it hath been my good fortune to be ca- 
patle of mating thee a Preſent ef -it ; and let it ſerve as an 
Apology for our Author, and his Writings, if thow thinkeſt 
he need any. 1 muſt confeſs, I believe his Works require 
little, but rather praiſe, and admiration; yet I wiſh I could 
as well juſtify one undertaking of his not long after the writing 
of this Letter ; for we find, in the ſtory of thoſe times, that in 
the Mecnth of Auguſt following, in the ſame Tear 1537 this 
Nicolo Machiavelli (except there were another of that Name ) 
was committed Priſoner to the Bargello, among/t thoſe who 
were takey in Arms againſt Coſimo, at the Caſtle of Montes» 
murlt ; Motwithſanding, 'all his Compliments in this Letter to 
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that Prince, and profeſt All:giance to him. If this be ſo, we 
muſt impute it to his too great Zeal to concur with the defires 
of the Univerſality at that time, in reſtoring the Liberty of their 
Country, which hath ſo far dazel'd the Judgments even of Great 

and Wiſe Men, that thou ſerſt many Grave Authors amongſt the 
Antients have even commended, and deify d the ingratitude and 
treachery of Brutus and Caſſius. But certainly this Crime of 
his would have been much more unpardonable, if he had liv'd 
to ſee his own Prophecy fulfill d in the Perſons and Deſcendents 
of this Great Coſimo ; for there was never any Succeſſion of 
Princes fince the World began, in which all the Royal Vertues, 
and other Qualities neceſſary to thoſe who Rule over Men, were 
more eminently perſpicuous, than in every individual of this 
Line ; ſo that thoſe People bave as little cauſe as ever any had, 
to lament the Change of their Government, their great Dukes 
having been truly Fathers of their Country, and treated their 
Subjetts like Children, thouzh their Power be above all limitation, 
above all fundamental Laws; but they having no Law, are a L-w 
to themſelves. I cannot chuſe but inſtance in ſome few of their 
benefits to their People ; Firſt the making the River Arne Navi- 
gable from Piſa to Florence in a Tear of dearth, that ſo the Poor 
might be ſet on work, and have bread; and the Traffick of both 

Cities infinitely facilitated : Their making at their own charge a 
Canal from Lucerne to Piſa; their erettin; at Piſa a Famous 
Tniverſity, paying the Prefeſſors, who are Eminent for [ earning, 
and diſcharging all other incidences out of their own Revenue ; 
befides the raiſing State'y Buildings for Schools. and L braries; 

their fonding a Renowned Order of Knighthood, and keeping the 
Chapter in the ſame City, and ordering a confiderable number of 
Knights conſtantly to r: ſide there; both whic' were intended 1:4 
perfermed by them, to increaſe the Concourſe. and reſtore the 

Wealth to the once oppulent Inhatitants of that place. ? h»:r 

New Building, Fortifying, and Infranchiftag Lucerne thar © » +: 

by aboliſhing their own Cuſt. ms, they mg t inrich their $u/; 

and make that Port (as it now is) the Magazine if .l/ the 1 
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vant Trade: And laſtly, their not having in 140 years ever 
levy d any new Tax upon their People, except in the year 1642 
to defend the Liberties of Italy againſt the Barbarians. Theſe 
things would merit a Panegyrick, if either my parts, or this ſhort 
Advertiſement would admit it; I ſhall conclude then, after 1 
hav- born a juſt and dutiful Teſtimony to the Merits of the 
Prince who now Governs that State, in whom (if all the Princely 
Vertues and Endowments ſhould be loſt) they might be found and 
reſtor d again to the World : As ſome ingenious Artiſts in the 
laſt Age, retriev'd the Art of Sculpture by certain bas rilievo's 
remaining on ſome Pillars, and Walls at Rome, The Prudence, 
Magnanimity, Charity, L iberalit ”, and above all, the Huma- 
nity, Courtefie and Afﬀability of this Prince, though exceeding 
expreſſions, yet they are ſufficiently known, not only to his own 
Subjefts (the conſtant Objefts of his Care and Goodneſs) but even 
to all Strangers, more particularly to our Nation ; he having ur- 
dertaken a troubleſome Journey ro viſit this XK. ingdom, and to 
make it witneſs and partake of his tranſcendent Generofity aud 
Bounty, which he hath continued ever fince, as can be teſtified by 
a'l who have had the honour to wait upon him tm his own Country, 
or the good fortune but to ſee him in ours. 1 my ſe!f, who have 
been ſo happy to be admitted into his preſence, and have been 
honoured ſince, in having his Highneſs my Cuſtomer for many 
choice Books, to increaſe (not his knowledge, for that is beyoud 
receiving any addition by Books) but his Cariofity and his Li- 
brary; do think my ſelf bound in duty to take this poor opportu- 
nity of tejlifvinz my gratitude and devotion to this Excellent 
Prince, As to this Letter I have nothing more to ſay, but that 
thou mayeſt ſee how right this Author was ſet in Principles of Re- 
lizion, before he could have the information which we have had 
fence from tle Pens of moſt Learned and rational Controverſiſts 
in thoſe Points; and therefore thou mayeſt admire the Sagacity 
of his Judgment. Read him then, and ſerve God,thy Country, aud 
thy King, with the knowledge he will teach thee. Farewell, 
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True Copy ofa LETTER 


Written 
By N. Machiauill, &C. 


HE Diſcourſe we had lately (dear Meſteur 

Zenobio) inthe Delightful Gardens of our old 

deceaſed Friend RuceZai Coſimo, and the pref- 

ſing importunity of Meſfteur Giulio Salivati, 

that I would uſe ſome means to wipe off the 

many afſperſions caſt upon my Writings, gives you the pre- 
fent trouble of reading this Letter, and me the pleaſure of 
writing it: which laſt would be infinitely greater, if I 
were not at this day too Old, and too Inconſiderable, and 
by the Change of our Government, wholly uncapable of 
performing either with my Brain or my Hand any further 
Service to my Country. For it hath ever been my Opi- 
nion, that whoſoever goes about to make Men publickly 
acquainted with his Actions, or Apologiſe to the World 
for imputations taid upon him, cannot be excuſed from va- 
nity, and impertinence, except his Parts and Opportuni- 
ties be ſuch as may enable him to be inſtrumental for the 
ood of others: And that he cannot atchieve that excel- 
nt end, without juſtifying himſelf from having any indi- 
re& and baſe ones, and procuring truſt from Men, by 
clearing the Repute of his Juſtice and ſntegrity to them. 


'But although this be far from my Cale, yet [ have yielded 


(you 
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(yon ſee) to the intreaty of Meſſeur Giulio, and the reſt 
of that Company, not only becauſe I am ſufficiently (both 
by rhe re{taint of our Preſs, and the diſcretion of the Per- 
ſon | write to) aſſured that this Letter will never be made 
publick ; but for that I eſteem it a duty to clear that ex- 
cellent Society trom the ſcandal of having ſo dangerous and 
pernicious a Perſon to be a member of their Converſation ; 
for by reaſon of my Age, and fince the loſs of our Liberty, 
and my Sufferings under that Monſter of Luſt and Cruelty 
Alexander de Medici, ſet over us by the Divine Vengeance 
for our Sins, I can be capable of no other deſign or enjoy- 
ment, than to delight, and be delighted, in the Company 
of ſo many Choice and Virtuous Perſons, who now aſſemble 
themſelves with all ſecurity under the happy & hopefulReign 
of our new Prince Cofimo; and we may ſay, that though our 
Commonwealth be not reſtored, our Slavery is at an end; 
and that he coming in by our own choice, may prove (if I 
have as good Skill in Prophecying as I have had formerly) 
Anceſtor to many Renowned Princes, who will govern this 
State in great quietneſs, and with great Clemency ; ſo that 
our Voſterity is like to enjoy eaſe and ſecurity, though not 
thar Greatneſs, Wealth and Glory, by which our City hath 
for ſome years paſt (even in the moſt faftious and tumul- 
tuous times of our Democracy) given Law to /raly, and 
bridled the ambition of Foreign Princes. But, that I may 
avoid the /oquacity incident to Old Men, I will come 
to the buſineſs. It I remember well, the Exceptions that 
are taken to thoſe poor things I have publiſht, arereduce- 
able to three; firſt, That in all my Writings I inſinuate my 
great affeftion to the Democratical Government, even fo 
much as to undervalue that of Monarchy in reſpe& of it ; 
which laſt I do, not obſcurelvy, in many paſſages, teach, and 
as it were perſwade the People to throw off. Next, That - 
in ſome places [ vent very great impieties, lighting and 
vilifying the Church, as Author of all the Miſgovernment in 
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the World, and by ſuch contempt make way for Atheiſm and 
Profaneneſs ; and laſtly, that in my Book of the Prince I teach 
Monarchs all the execrable Villanies that can be invented, and 
zoſtruct them how to break Faith, and fo to Oppreſs and Enſlave - 
their Subjects. I ſhall anſwer ſomething to every one of theſe; 
and that I may obſerve a right method, will begin with the firſt. 
Having lived in an Age when our poor Country and Govern- 
ment have ſuffered more Changes and Revolutions than ever 
did perhaps befal[l any People in ſo ſhort a time ; and having 
had, till the taking of Florence, my ſhare in the managing of 
Afairs, during almoſt all theſe Alterations, ſometimes in the 
Quality of Secretary of our City, and ſometimes employ 'd in 
Embaſſages abroad ; I ſet re to read the Hiſtories of An- 
tient and Modern Times, that I might by that means find out 
- Whether there had not been in all Ages the like Viciſſitudes 
and Accidents in State Aﬀairs, and to ſearch out the Cauſes of 
them; and having in ſome ſort ſatisfied my ſelf therein, I 
could not abſtain trom ſcribling ſomething of the two chief 
kinds of Government, Monarchy, and Democracy, of which 
all other forms are but mixtures: And ſince neither my Parts 
nor Learning could arrive to follow the ſteps of the Ancients, 
by writing according to Method and Art, as Plato, Ariſtotle, 
and many others have done upon this Subje&t ; I did content 
my ſelf to make ſlight Obſervations upon both, by giving a 
bare Character of a Modern Prince, as to the Monarchical 
frame, and as to the popular chuſing the perfe&teſt and moſt 
ſucceſsful of all Governments of that kind upon Earth ; and 
in my Diſcourſes upon it, following the Order of my Author, 
wirhout ever taking upon me to argue problematically, much 
leſs to decide which of theſe two Governments is the beſt: If 
from my way of handling matters in my Diſcourſes upon 
Livy, and from thoſe incomparable Vertues and great Actions 
we read of in that Hiſtory, and from the Obſervations I make, 
Men will conclude (which is I muſt confeſs my Opinion) that 
the excellency of thoſe Counſels and Atchievements, and the 
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improvement which Mankind, and as I may fo ſay, Humane 1 
Nature it ſelf obtained amongſt the Romans, did proceed natu-. 
rally from their Government, and was but a plain efte& and | 
conſequence of the pertetion of their Commonwealth ; I ſay, j* 
if Readers will thus judge, how can I in reaſon be accus'd for 

that 2 It would become thoſe who lay this blame upon me. to | 
undeceive them whom my Papers have miſled, and to ſhew | 
the World to what other Caule: we may impute thoſe admi- 
rable Effes, thoſe Heroick QualitieFand Performances, * that 
Integrity, and purity of Manners, that fcorning of Riches and | 
Life it 1clf, when the Publick was concerned : if they pleaſe to 
do this, tnev will oblige my Readers, who will owe to ſuch 

the reQifying of their Judgments, and not at all offend me, 4 
who have reaſon'd this matter impartially, and witſout paſ- 

ſion, nor have poſſttively affirmed any thing. But what if this + 

part of my Acculation had been true? why ſhould I be con- | 
demned of Hereſy or Indiſcretion for preſerring a © ommon- 
avealth before a Monarchy 2 Was I not born, bred, and 
employ'd in a City, which being, at the time | writ; under 
that Form of Government, did owe all Wealth and Greatneſs, 
and all proſperity to i'? If I had nor very defigned!ly avoided 
all dogmaticalneſs in my Obſervations, (being nt willing to 
imitate young Scholars in their declamarions) I might eaſily 
have concluded from the Premiſes I lay down, that a Demo- 
cracy founded upon good Orders, is the beſt and moſt excel- 
lent Government, ani this withour the leaft fear of confuta- 
tion; tor I firmly believe, that there are none but Flatterers 
and Sophiſters would oppoſe me, fuch as will weſt +riftotle, 
and even Plato himſelf, to make them write for Monarchy, by 
mitapplying ſome loofe paſſages in thoſe great Authors; nay, 
they will tell thrir Readers, that what i»moſt hke the Go- 
vernment of the World by God, isthe beſt, wich wholly de- 
pends upon his Abſo'ute Power. To make thts Compariſon 
run with four feer, theſe Sycophants muit give the poor Prince 
they intend to Deify, a better and ſuperiour Nature to Huma- 
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nity, muſt create a neceſſary dependance of all creatures upon 


" him, muſt endow him with infinite Wiſdom and Goodneſs, 


and even with Omnipotency it ſelf. It will be hard for any 
man to be miſled in this Argument, by Proofs wreſted from 
Theology, ſince uw hoſoever reads attentively the Hiſtorical part 
of the Old Teſtament, ſhall find that God himſelt never made 
but one Government for Men, that this Government was a 
Commonwealth (wherein the Sanhedrim or Senate, and the 
Congregation, or popular Aſſembly had their ſhare) and that 
he manifeſted his high diſpleaſure when the rebellious People 
would tura it into a Monarchy. But, that I may not ſtrike 
upon the Rock I profeſs to ſhun, I ſball paſs to that which is, 
indeed, fit to be wipt off, and which, if it were true, would 
not only juſtly expoſe me to the hatred and vengeance of God, 
and all good Men, but even deſtroy the deſign and purpoſe of 
all my Writings; which is to treat in ſome fort (as well as 
one of my ſmall parts can hope to do)) of the Politicks; and 
how can any ,man pretend to write concerning policy, who 
deſtroys the molt eſſential part of it, which is Obedience to all 
Governments ? It will be very eafie then for Gialzo Salivati, or 
any other Member of our Society, to believe the proteſtation 
I make; thar the animating of private Men, either direly or 
indire&tlv, to diſobey, much leſs to ſhake oft any Govern- 
ment, how deſpotical ſoever, was never in my thoughts or 
Writings ; thole who are unwilling to give credit to this, may 
take the pains to aſſign in any of my Books the paſſages they 
imagine to tend that way. (for I can think of none my ſelf) 
that ſo | may give ſuch perſon more particular ſatisfaction. I 
muſt confeſs I have a D:fſcourſe in one of my Books, to en- 
courage the 7ral;an Nation to afſume their antient valour, and 
to expel the Barbarians, meaning (as the Antient Romans us'd 
the word) all Strangers from amongſt us ; but that was before 
the Kings of Spain had quiet poiieſfion -of the Kingdom of 
Naples, or the Emperour of the Dutchy of Milan; 1o that [ 
could not be interpreted to-mean, that the Feople of thoſe two 
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Dcminions ſhould be ſtirr'd up to ſhake oft their Princes, be- 
cauſe they were Foreigners, ſince at that time Lodcwic Sforza 
was in policſſion of the one, and King Frederick reſtored to 
the other, both Natives of 7taly; but my deſign was to exhort 
our Country men not to ſuffer this Province to be the Scene of 
the Arms and Ambition of Charles the VIIIth, or K. Lewis his 
Succetlor ; who, when they had a mind to renew the old 
Title of the Houſe of A»jou to the Kingdom of Naples, came 
with ſuch Force into Zraly, that not only our Geoeds were 
plundered, and our Lands waſted, but even the Libcrey of our 
Cities and Governments endanger'd ; but to unite and oppoſe 
them, and to keep this Province in the hands of Princes of our 


own Nation ; this my intention js ſo viſible in the Chapter it 
ſe]f, that I need but refer you to it. Yet, that I may not an- 
ſwer this imputation barely by denying, I ſhall aſſert in this 
place what my Principles are in that which the World calls 
Rebellion; which I believe to be not only a riſing in Arms a- 
eainſt any Government we live under, but do acknowledge 


that word to extend to all Clandeſtine Confpiracies. too, by 
which the peace and quiet of any Country may be interrupted, 
and by conſequence the Lives and Eſtates of innccent Perſons 
endanger'd. Rebellion then, fo deſcribed, I hold to be the 
greateſt Crime that can be committed amongſt Men, both a- 
?ainſt Policy, Morality, and in Foro Conſcientiz : But notwith- 
ſtanding all this, it is an Offence which will be committed 
whilſt the World laſts, as often as Princes tyrannize, and, by 
Inſlaving and Oppreſling their Subje&s, make Magiſtracy, 
which was intended for the Benefit of Mankind, prove a Plague 
and deſtruction to it : For let the terrourand the guilt be never 
fo great, it is impoſſible that Humane Nature, which conſiſts 
of Paſſion as well as Vertue, can ſupport with patience and 
ſubmiſſion the greateſt Cruelty and Jnjuſtice, whenever either 
the Weakneſs of their Princes, the Unanimity of the People, 
or any other favourable accident, ſhall give th.m reaſonable 


hopes to mend their Condition, and provide better for their 
| own 
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own intereſt by InſurreCtion : So that Princes and States ought, 
in the conduct of their Aﬀairs, not only to conſider what 
their Pcople are bound to ſubmit to, 1 they were inſpir'd from 
Heaven; or were all Moral Philoſophers; but to weigh likewiſe 
what is probable de fatto to fall out, in this corrupt Age of 
the. World, and to reflect upon thoſe dangerous tumults which 
have happen'd frequently, not only upon Oppreſlion, but even 
by reaſon of malverſation ;. and how ſome Monarchies have 
been wholly ſubverted, and changed into Democracies, by the 
Tyranny of their Princes, as we ſee (to fay nothing of Rome) 


'the powerful Cantons of Swiſſer/and brought by that means, 2 


little before the laſt Age, to a conſiderable Commonwealth, 
courted and ſought to by ail the Potentates in Chriſtendom. If. 
Princes will ſeriouſly conſider this matter, I make no queſtion: 
but they will Rule with Clemency and Moderation, and re- 
turn to that excellent Maxime of the Antients (almoſt explo-- 
ded in this Age) that the Intereſt of Kings, and of their Pco- 
ple, is the ſame, which Truth it hath been the whole Deſign of 
my Writings to convince them of. : 

Now having gone thus far in the deſcription of Rebellion ; 
I think my ſelt obliged to tell you what I conceive not to be 
Rebellion. Whoſoever then takes up Arms to maintain the 
Politick Conſtitution, or Government of his Country, in the 
Conditionit then is, I mean, to defend it from being Changed, 
or Invaded, by the Craft or- Force of any Man (although it 
be the Prince, or Chief Magiſtrate himſelf) provided, that 
ſuch taking up of Arms be Commanded, or Authoriſed by 
thoſe who are, by the Orders of that Government, legally 
intruſted with the Cuſtody of the Liberty of the 
People, and Foundation of the Government : This T hold to 
be ſo far from Rebellion, that I believe it laudable, nay, the 
Duty of every Member of ſuch Commonwealth ; .for that he. 
who Fights to Support.and Defend the Government he was. 
born and lives under, cannot. deſerve the odious name. of Re- 
be), but he who endeavours to deſtroy it. If this be not 


granted, 
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granted, it will be in vain to frame any mixt-Monarchies in 
the World; yer ſuch is at this day the happy Form under 
which almoſt all Europe lives, as the People of France, Spain, 
Germany, Polani, Swethland, Denmark, &c. Wherein the Prince 
hath his (hare, and the People theirs; which laſt, if they had 
no means of recovering their Rights, if taken from them, or 
defending them if invaded, would be in the ſame Eſlate as 
if they had no Title ro them, but livd under the Empire of 
Turkey, or of Muſcovey. And ſince they have no other Remedy 
but by Arms, and that it would be of ill Conquence to make 
every private man judge when- the Rights of the People (to 
which they have as lawſul a Claim as the Prince to his) are 
Invaded, which would be apt to produce frequent, and ſome- 
times cauſcleſs Tumulrs; therefore it hath been the great ' 
Wiſdom of the Founders of ſuch Monarchies, to appoint Guar- 
dians to their Liberty; which it it be not otherwite expreſt, 
is and ought to be underſtood to refide in the Eſtates of the 
Country, which tor that Reaſon (as alſo to exerciſe their ſhare 
in the Soveraignty, as making Laws, Levying Money, &c.) 
are frequently to be Aſſembled jn all thoſe Regions in Europe, 
before mentioned. Theſe are to aſſert and maintain the Orr 
ders of the Government, and the Laws eſtabliſhed, and (if it 
cannot be done otherwiſe) to arm the People to defend them, 
and repel the force that is upon them. Nay, the Govern- 
ment_of Arazon goes further ; and becauſe in the intervals of 
the Eſtates or Courts many accidents may intervene, to the 
prejudice of their Rights, or Fueros, as they call them ; they 
have, during the intermiſſion, appointed a Magittrate, called 
El Juſticia, who is, by the Law and Conſiicution of that 
King:iom, to Aſſemble the whole Pcopie to his Banner, when- 
ever ſuch Rights are incroacht upon 3 who are not only 
Jultiivd by the Laws for ſuch coming together, but are 
ſeverely punithable in caſe of refuſal. So that there is no 
queſtion, but that if the Kings of Ar:gor, at this day very 
powertul, by the addition of the Naples Ringdom, and of 
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Sicily, and the Union with Caſtile, ſhould, in time to come; 
Invade their Kingdom of Aragon with the Forces of their New 
Dominions, and endeavour to take from them the Rights 
and Priviledges they enjoy lawfully by their Conſtitution, 
There is no-queſtion, I ſay. but they may (though their King 
be there in perſon againſt them) Atſemble under their Fuſtt- 
cia, and detend their Liberties, withas much Jultice, as it they 
were Invaded by the French, or bv the Zurk. For it were 
abſurd to think, ſince the People may OoeFBal'y aſſembled 
to apprehend Banditti Robbers, nay, to deliver a Poſſeſſion 
torceably detain'd againſt the Sentence of ſome inferiour 
Court, that they may and ought not to beſtir thernſclves to 
keep in being, and preſerve that Government which maintains 
them in roſſetlion of their Liberty, and Property, and defends 
their Lives too, from being Arbitrarily taken away, But I 
know this clear Truth receives oppoſition in this unreaſonable 
and corrupt Age; when Men are more prone to Flatter the 
Luſts of Princes than formerly, and the Favourites are more 
impatient to bear the impartiality of Laws, than the Son: of 
Brutus were; who complaind, Leg s eſſe Surdas ; that is, 
though they uw ere fine Gentlemen, in favour with the Ladies, 
and Miniſters of the King's leafures, yer they could nor 
Oppreſs, Drink, Whore, nor Kill the, $4irz, Officers of Jultice, 
in the Streets, returning trom their Night Revels, but the 
Execution of the Laws would reach them, as well -$ others ; 
who, in the timcs of 7arquin it ſeems, found the Prince more 
exorable. Nay, the very Divines themſelves help with their 
fallacies to oppugne this Docrine; by making us believe, as 
I faid before, that it is God's will all Princes thoul4 be abſo- 
lute; and are fo far in a Conſpiracy againſt Mankind, that 
they aſlert that in the Text (This ſhall the manner of your King 
be) God was giving that People the Jus Divinum of Govern- 
ment, when 1n truth he was threatning them with the Plagues 
of Monarchy. But I ſpare the Di« ines here, ſince [ ſhall have 
occaſion, in Diſcourling oft my next Acculation, to ſhew how 
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that ſort of People have dealt with God's Truths, and with 
the Intereſts of Men ; and to be as good as my word, I ſhall 
preſently fall upon that Point, having been ſo tedious already 
in the former. 

I am charged then in the Second place with Impiety, in 
villifying the Church, and ſo to make way for Arheiſm. I 
do not deny but that I have very frequently, in my Writings, 
laid the blame upon the Church of Xome ; not only for all 
the Miſgovernment of Chriitendom, but even for the depra- 
vation, and almoſt total Deſtruction of Chriſtian Religion it 
ſelf in this Province. But that this Diſcourſe of mine doth, 
or can tend to teach Men Impiety, or to make way for 
Atheiſm, I peremptorily deny ; and although for proof of my 
innocence herein, I need but refer you, and all others, to my 
Papers themſelves, as they are now Publiſhed ; (where you 
will find all my Reaſons drawn from Experience, and frequent 
Examples cited, which is ever my way of arguing) yet ſince 
I am put upon it, I ſhall in a few Lines make that matter 
poſlibly a little clearer ; and ſhall firſt make proteſtation, that 
as I do undoubtedly hope, by the Merus of Ciriſt, and by 
Faith in him, to attain Eternal Salvation ; ſo I do firmly Be- 
lieve the Chriſtian Profeſſion to be the only true Religion now 
in the World : Next, I am fully perſwaded-. that all Divine 
Verities, which God then deſigned to teach the World, are 
contained in the Books of Holy Scripture, as they are now 
extant, and received amongſt us. From them TI underſtand, 
that God Created Man in Purity, and Innocence ; and that 
the firſt of that Species, by their frailty, loſt at once their 
Integrity, and their Paradiſe, and intail'd Sin and Miſery upon 
their Poſterity. That Almighty God, to repair this loſs, did, 
out of his infinite Mercy, and with unparallel'd Grace and 
Goodneſs, ſend his only Begotten Son into the World, to 
teach us new Truths, to be a perfe&t Example of Vertne, 
Goodneſs, and Obedience; to reſtore true Religion, degenera- 
ted amongſt the Zews into Superſtition, Formality, and Hy- 
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pocriſie; to die for the Salvation of Mankind, and in fine, to 
give to us the Holy Spirit, and to regenerate our Hearts, ſup- 
port our Faith, and lead us into all Truth. Now if it ſha!l ap- 
pear, that as the luſts of our firſt Parents did at that time dif- 
appoint the good intention of God, in making a pure World, 
and brought in, by their diſobedience, the Corruptions that are 
now in it; ſo, that ſince likewiſe the Biſhops of Rome, by 
their inſatiable Ambition and Avarice, have defignedly, as 
much as in them lies, fruſtrated the merciful purpoſe he had 
in the happy reſtoration he intended the World by his Son, 
and in the renewing and reforming of Humane Nature, and 
have wholly defac'd and ſpoil'd Chriſtian Religion, and made 
it a Worldly and a Heatheniſh thing, and altogether uncapa-« 
ble, as it is praQtifed amongſt them, either of direting the 
ways of its Profeſſors to Vertue and good Life, or of ſaving 
their Souls hereafter. If, I ſay, this do appear, I know no rea- 
ſon why 1, for detecting thus much, and for giving warning to 
the World to take heed of their ways, ſhould be Rd of 
Impiety, or Atheiſm, or why his Holineſs ſhould be fo enra- 
ged againſt the poor Inhabitants of the Vallies in Savoy, and 
againſt the Al/bigefr, for calling him Antichriſt. But to find 
that this is an undoubted Truth, I mean, that the Popes have 
corrupted Chriſtian Religion, we need but read the New Teſta- 
ment (acknowledged by themſelves to be of Infallible "Cruth) 
and there we ſhall ſee, that the Faith and Religion Preacht by 
Chriſt, and ſettled afterwards by his Apoſtles, and Cultivated 


; by their Sacred Epiſtles, is ſo different a thing from the Chri- 


ftianity that is now Profeſt, and Taught at Rome, that we 
ſhould be convinc'd, that if thoſe Holy Men ſhould be ſent by 
God again into the World, they would take more pains to 
confute this Gallimaufry, than ever they did to preach down 
the Traditions of the Phariſees, or the Fables and Idolatries 
of the Gentiles, and would in probability ſuffer a new Mart) r- 
dom in that City, under the Vicar of Chriſt, for the ſame 
Doctrine which once — the Heathen Tyrants 2gainſt 
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them. Nay, we have ſomething more to ſay againſt theſe 
Sacrilegious Pretenders to God's Power ; for whereas all other 
falſe Worſhips have been ſet up by ſome Politick Legiſlators, 
for the Support and Preſervation of Goverament, this talſe, this 
ſpurious Religion, brought in upon the ruines of Chriſtianity 
by the Popes, has d:form'd the face of Government in Fu- 
rope, deſtroying all the good Principles and Morality left us 
by the Heathens themſelves; and introduced inſtead thereof, 


Sordid, Cowardly, and Impolitick Notions ; whereby they 


have ſubjeted Mankind, and even great Princes and States 
ro their own Empire, and never ſuſter'd any Orders or Maximes 
to take place, where they have power, that might make a 
Nation Wiſe, Honeſt, Great, or Wealthy. This 1 have fer 
down ſo plainly in thoſe Paſlages of my Book which are com- 
plain'd of, that I ſhall ſay nothing at all for the Proof of it 
in this place, but referr you thither, and come to ſpeak alittle 
more particularly of my firſt aſſertion ; That the Pope and 
his Clergy have depraved Chriſtian Religion. Upon this Sub- 
je, I could infinitely with, now Letters begin to revive a- 
gain, that ſome Learned Pen would employ it felt, and that 
ſome Perſon verſt in the Cronology of the Church (as they 
call it) would deduce out of the Eccleſiaſtical Writers the time 
and manner how theſe Abuſes crept in, and by what Arts and 
Steps this Bab-/ that reaches at Heaven, was built by theſe 
Sons of the Earth: But this matter, as unſuitable to the bre- 
vity of a Letter, and indeed more to my ſmall Parts and 
Learning, I ſhall not pretend to, being one who never hither- 
to ſtudicd or writ of Theology, further than it did naturally 
concern the Politicks ; therefore I iHall only deal by the New 
Teſtament,as I have done formerly by 7ztus Livius, that is, make 
Obſervations or Refleftions upon it, and leave you Meſlicur 
Grulio, and the reſt of our Socicty, to make the judgment, 
not citing hike Preachers the Chapter, or Verle, becaule the 
reading of Holy Scripture is little usd, and indeed hardly 
permitted amongſt us. To begin at the top, I would have 
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any reaſonable Man tell me whence this unmeaſurable Power, 
; long claim'd, and now potleſt by the Biſhop of Rome, is deri- 
ved; firſt, of being Chriſt's Vicar, and by that (as I may fo 
ſay) pretending to a Monopoly of the Holy Spirit, (which 
was promiſed and given to the whole Church, that is, to the 
Ele, or Saints) as is plain by a Clauſe in St. Peter's Sermon, 
made the very fame time that the miraculous Gifts of the Spi- 
rit of God were firſt given to the Apoſtles, who fays to the 
Tews and Gentiles, Repent, and be Baptiſed every one of you, 
- in the name of Jeſus Chriſt, for the Remiſſion of Sins, and ye 
ſhall receive the gift of the Holy Ghoſt ; for this Promiſe is to 
you, and to your Children, and to all that are afar off, even as 
many '\as the Lord our God ſhall call. Next, to judge infallibly 
of Divine Truth, and to forgive Sins as/Chriſt did : Then to 
be the Head of all Eccleſiaſtical Perſons, and Cauſes in the 
World; to be fo far above Kings and Princes, as to Judge, 
Depole, and Deprive them, and to have an abſolute Jurit- 
diction over all the Affairs in Chriſtendom, in Ordine ad Spiri- 
tualia ; yet all this the Canoniſts allow him, and he makes 
no ſcruple to aſſume, whilſt ir is plain, that in the whole New 
Teſtament there is no deſcription made of 1uch an Officer to 
be at any time in the Church, except it be 13 the Prophecy 
of the Apocalypſe, or in one of St. Paul's Epiſtles, where he ſays, 
Who is it that ſhall fit in the Tem ple of God, ſhewing himſelf that 
he is God. Chriſt tells us his Kinsdom is not of this World, 
and if any will be the greateſt among it his Diſciples, that he muſt 
be Servant to the reſt ; whici ſhews, that his Followers were 
to be great in SanQity, and Humility, and not in Worldlv 
Power. 'The Apoitle Paul, writing to the Chriſtians of thoſe 
times, almolt in every Epiſtle, commands them #0 be obedient 
to the Higher Pow?rs, or Mapiſtrates, ſet over them ; and Sr. 
Peter himſelf (from whom this extravagant Empire is pre- 
zended to. be derivd) in his firſt Epiſtle, bids us ſubmit our 
ſelves to every Ordinance of Man, for the Lord's ſake, whether 
it be to the Kin, or, Ec, And this is enjoyn'd, although it 
2 Is 
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is plain, that they who Govern'd the Wor!d in t"1ofe days, 
were both Heathens, Tyrants, and Uſurpers, an in this fnb- 
miſſion there is no Exception, or Proviſo for Eccleliaitical in» 
munity. The Practice as well as Precepts of the'e Ho'y Men 
ſhews plainly that they had no intention to leave Succeliors 
who ſhould deprive Hereditary Princes from their right of 
Reigning for difference in Religion, who without all doubt, X 
are by the appointment of the Apoſtle, and by the Principles 
of Chriſtianity, to be obeyed and ſubmitted to (in things 
wherein the Fundamental Laws of the Government give them 
power) though they were Fews, or Gentiles, If I thould tell 
you by what Texts in Scripture, the Popes claim the Powers 
before mentioned, it would ſtir up your laughter, and prove 
too light for ſo ſerious _a matter, yet becauſe poſſibly you may 
never have heard ſo much of this Subje&k before, I ſhall in- 
ſtance in a few : They tell you therefore that the Juriſdiction / 
they pretend over the Church, and the Power of pardoning 
Sins, comes from Chriſt to Sr. Peter, and from him to them. 
Thou art Peter, and upon this Rock I will build my Church. 
T will give thee the Keys of the Kingdom of Fleaven; what ye 
bind (this is ſpoken to all the Apoſtles) on Earth, ſhall be 
bound in Heaven, and what ye bind, &c. From thele three 
Texts, ridiculouſly apply'd, comes this great Tree, which 
hath with its Branches overſpread the whole Earth, and 
killed all the good and wholſome Plants growing upon ir. 
The firſt Text will never by any Man of Senſe be underſtood 
ro ſay more, than that the , Preaching, Suffering, and Mi- | 
niſtry of Peter was like to be a great Foundation and Pillar 
of the DoQrine of Chriſt ; the two other Texts, (as alſo a- 
nother ſpoken by our Saviour, to all his Apoltles, Whoſe Sins 
ye remit, they are remitted, and whoſe Sins ye retain, they are 
retained) are by all the Primitive Fathers [nterpreted in this 
manner : Whereſoever you ſhall effefually Preach the Goſpel, 
vou ſhall carry with you Grace, and Remiſſion of Sins to 
them which ſhall tollow your Inſtrutions; but the People 
who 
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who ſhall not have theſe joyful tidings communicated by you 
to them, ſhall remain in darkneſs, and in their Sins; but if 
any will conteſt, that by ſome of theſe laſt Texts, that Evan- 
gelical Excommunication, which was afterward brought into 
the Church by the Apoſtles, was here pre-fignified by our 
great Maſter; how unlike were thoſe Cenſurcs to rho! 'V 
thunder'd out (as he calls it) by the Pope? Theſe were 
Edification, ard not Deſtruction, tc afili&t the Fleth for tlc 
Salvation of the Soul; that Apoſtolical Ordinance was pro- 
nounced for ſome notorious Scandal, or Apoſtacy from the 
Faith, and firſt decreed by the Church; that is, the whole 
Congregation preſent ; and then denounced by the Paſtor, and 
reached only to debar ſuch Perſon from partaking of the 
Communion, or Fellowſhip of that Church, 'till Repentance 
ſhould re-admit him, but was followed by no other proſecu- 
tion, or chaſtiſement, as is now PraCtiſed, But ſappoſe all 
theſe Texts had been as they would have them, how dots 
this make for the Succeſlors of St. Peter, or the reſt? Or how 
can this prove the Biſhops of Rome to have right to ſuch 
Succeſſion ? But I make haſte from this Subje&, and ſhall urge 
but one Text more, which is, The Spiritual Man judgeth all 
Men, but is himſelf judged of none : From whence is inferred 
by the Canoniſts, that firſt the Pope is the Spiritual Man, and 
then that he is to be Judge of all the World; and laſt, that he 
is never to be liable to any Judgment himſelf ; whereas it is 
obvious to the meaneſt Underſtanding, that St. Pau/ in this 
Text means to diſtinguiſh between a Perſon inſpired with the 
Spirit of God, and one remfining in the ſtate of Nature ; 
which latter he ſays cannot Jucge of thoſe Heavenly Gifts, 
and Graces, as he explains himſelf, when he fays, The natural 
Man cannot diſcern the things of the Spirit, becauſe they are 
fooliſhneſs unto him. To take my leave of this matter,wholly out 
of the way of my Studies, I ſhall beg of you Meſlicur Zenobio, 
and of Meſſieur Gialo, and the reſt of our Society, to read over 
carefully the New Teſtament, and then to ſee what ground 
there 
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chere is for Purgatory (by which all the Wealth and Great- 
neſs Kath accrew'd to theſe Men) what colour for the Idola- 
trous Worſhip of Saints, and their Images, and particularly 
for ſpeaking in their Hymns and Prayers to a piece of Wood 
(the Croſs I mean) Salve Lignum, &c. and then fac nos dig+ 
nos beneficiorum Chriſti, as you may read in that Office ; what 
colour, or rather what excuſe for that horrid unchriſtian and 
barbarous Engine called the Inquiſition, brought in by the 
Command and Authority of the Pope; the Inventer of 
which, Peter a Dominican Fryer, having been flain amongſt 
the Albigef, as he well deferved, is now Canoniz'd for a 
Saint, and ſtiled Sar Pietro Martire. In the dreadful Priſons 
of this Inquiſition, many Faithlul and Pious Chrillians (to fay 
nothing of honeſt Moral Moors, or Mahometans) are torment- 
ed, and famiſhr, or if they out-live their Sufferings, burnt 
publickly to death, and that only for differing in Religion 
trom the Pope, without having any Crime, or the leaſt Mif- 
demeanor prov d or alledged againſt them ; and this is inflicted 
upon thele poor Creatures, by thoſewho protels to believe 
the Scripture, which tells us, that Faith is the gift of God, 
without whoſe ſpecial illumination no Man can obtain it ; and 
therefore is not in Reaſon or Humanity to be puniſhed for 
wanting it. And Chriſt himſelf hath ſo clearly decided that 
point, in bidding us /et th? Tares and the Wheat grow together 
till the Harveſt, that I ſhall never make any difficulty ro 
eall him Antichriſt, who ſhall uſe the leaſt Perſecution what- 
ſoever, againſt any differing in,Vatters of Faith from himſelf, 
whether the perſon ſo diſſenting be Heretick, Few, Gentile, or 
Mahometan. Next, | beleech you to obſerve in reading that 
Holy Book - (though Chrittian Faſts are doubtleſs ot Di- 
vine Right) whar ground there is for enjoyning Fiſh to be 
caten (art lcaſt Fleth to be abſtained from} for one tull third 
part of the year, by which they put the Poor to great hard- 
hip; who not baving Purſes to buy wholfome Fith, are ſub- 
J2ed to all the Mitcries and Dilcaſes incident to a bad- and 

unhealthful 


Xl 


XUM 


( 23 ] 
unhealrhful Diet ; whilſt the Rich, and chiefly themſelves, 
and their Cardinals, exceed Lycu/lus in their Luxury of Oy- 
ſters, Turbots, tender Crabs, and a Lake Fiſh not known here, 
brought ſome hundreds of miles to feed their gluttony, upon 
theſe penitential days of abſtinence from Beef and Pork. It 
may be it will lie in the way of thoſe who obſerve this, to 
inquire what St. Paul means, when he ſays, that in the latter 
days ſome ſhall depart from the Faith, forbidling to Marry, and 
commanding to abſtain from Meats, which God hath Created to 
be received with thaukſzrving : But all theſe things, and many 
other abuſes brought in by theſe perverters of Chriſtianity, 
will I hope ere long be inquired into by fome of the Diſciples 
of that bold Fryer, who the very fame year in which I pro- 
pheſied that the Scourge of the Church was not far off, be- 
gan to thunder againſt their [ndulgences, and ſince hath 
queſtion'd many Tenents long received and impos'd upon 
the World. I ſhallconclude this Diſcourſe, after I have faid a 
word of the moſt helliſh of all the Innovations brought in 
by the Popes, which is the Clergy; theſe are a fort of Men, 
under pretence of miniſtring to the People in Holy things, 
ſet apart, and ſeparated from the reſt of Mankind (from 
whom they have a very diſtin, and a very oppoſite inte- 
reſt) by a Humane Ceremony call'd by a Divine Name, viz. 
Ordination ; theſe, wherever they are found (with the whole 
body of the Monks, and Frycrs, who are called the Regular 
Clergy) make a Band which may be called the Fanizaries of 
the Papacy ; theſe have been the Cauſers of all the Soliciſms 
and Immoralities in Government, and of all the Impieties and 
Abominations in Rcligion, and by conſequence of all the 
Diſorder, Villany, and Corruption we ſuffer under in this de- 
teſtable Age. Theſe Men, by the help of the Biſhop of Rome, 
have crept into all the Governments in Chriſtendom, where 
there is any mixture of Monarchy, and made themſelves a 
third State; that is, have by their Temporalities (which 
are almoſt a third part of all the Lands in Exrope, given them 
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| by the blind Zeal, or rather folly of the Northern People, 
who over-ran this part of the World) ſtept into the Throne, 
and what they cannot perform by theſe Secular Helps, and 
by the dependency their Vaſſals have upon them, they fail 
not to claim and to uſurp by the Power they pretend to have 
from God, and his Vicegerent at Rome. They exempt them- 
ſelves, their Lands, and Goods from all Secular Juriſdiction, 
that is, from all Courts of Juſtice, and Magiſtracy, and will 
be Judges in their own Cauſe, as in matters of Tithes, &c. 
and not content with this, will appoint Courts of their own, 
to decide Soveraignly in Teſtimentary Matters, and many 
other Cauſes, and take upon them to be the ſole Paniſhers 
of many great Crimes, as Witchcraft, Sorcery, Adultery, and 
all Uncleanneſs: To ſay nothing of the fore-mentioned Judi- 
catory of the Inquiſition, in theſe laſt Caſes they turn the 
Offenders over to be puniſht (when they have given Sen- 
tence) by the Secular Arm, ſo they call the Magiſtrate, who 
is blindly to execute their Decrees, under pain of Hell fire ; 
as if Chriſtian Princes and Governours were appointed only 
by God to be their Braves, or Hangmen, They give Prote@ion 
and SanQtuary to all Execrable Offenders, even to Murderers 
themſelves (whom God commanded to be indiſpenſably 

uniſht with death) if they come within their Churches, 

loyſters, or any other place which they will pleaſe to call 
Holy Ground; and if the ordinary Juſtice, nay, the Sove- 
raign Power, do procced againſt ſuch Offender, they thunder 
out their Excommunication, that is, cut off from the Body 
of Chriſt, not the Prince only, but the whole Nation, and 
People; ſhutting the Church.doors, and commanding Divine 
Offices to ceaſe, and ſometimes even authorizing the People 
to riſe up in Arms, and conſtrain their Governours to a ſub- 
miſſjon ; as happen'd to this poor City, in the time of our 
Anceſtors; when tor but forbidding the Servant of a poor 
Carmilite Fryer (who had vowed Poverty, and ſhould have 
kept none) to go armed, and puniſhing his diſobedience with 
Impriſon- 
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Impriſfonment, our whole Senate, with their Chief Magi» 
ſtrate, were conſtrained to go to Avignon for Abſolution, 
and in caſe of refuſal, had been Maſſacred by the People. 
It would almoſt aſtoniſh a Wiſe Man to imagine how theſe 
Folks ſhould acquire an Empire fo deſtructive to Chriſtian 
Religion, and ſo pernicious to the Intereſts of Men; but 
it will not ſeem ſo miraculous to them who ſhall ſeriouſl 

conſider, that the Glergy hath been for more than theſe 
Thouſand Years upon the catch, and a formd united 
Corporation againſt the purity of Religion, and the Inte- 
reſts of Mankind; and have not only wreſted the Holy 
Scriptures to their own advantage (which they have kept 
from the Laiety in unknown Languages, and by prohibi- 
ting the reading thereof ) but made uſe likewiſe, firſt, of 
the blind Devotion and Ignorance of the Goths, Yandals, 
Huns, Sc. and ſince, of the Ambition and Avarice of 
Chriſtian Princes, ſtirring them up one againſt another, and 
ſending them upon fooliſh Errands to the Holy Land, to 
loſe their Lives, and to leave their Dominions in the mean 
time expoſed to themſelves, and their Complices ; they 
have beſides kept Learning and Knowledge amongſt them» 
ſelves, _ the light of the Goſpel ; crying down Moral 
Vertues as ſplendid Snares, defacing Humane Policy, de- 
ſtroying the purity of the Chriſtian Faith and Profeſſion, 
and all that was Vertuous, Prudent, Regular, and Orderly 
upon Earth; ſo that whoever would do God, and Good 
Men ſervice, get himſelf immortal Honour in this Life, 
and Eternal Glory in the next, would reſtore the good 
Policy (I had almoſt faid, with my Author Livy, the 
SanCtity too) of the Zeathens, with all their Valour, and 
other Glorious Endowments : I fay, whoever would do 
this, muſt make himſelf powerful enongh to extirpate this 
Curſed and Apoſtate Race out of the World ; and that-you 
D may 
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may fee this is lawful, as well as neceſhry, I ſhall fay 
but one word of their Calling, and Original, and 
then leave this Subjea. The word Clergy is a term 
wholly unknown to the Scriptures, otherwiſe than in 
this ſenſe. A peculiar People, or God's Lott, uſed often 
for the whole Fewiſh Nation, who are likewiſe called a 
Kingdom of Prieſts in ſome places. In the New Teſta- 
ment the word Cleros is taken for the true Believers, 
who are alſo called the Elet, and often the Church, 
which is the Aſſembly of the Faithful met together ; as 
is eaſily ſeen, by reading the beginning of moſt of St. 
Paul's Epiſtles ; where, writing to the Church, or Gala- 
thian Churches, he uſually explains himſelf to all the 
Saints 'in Chriſt ; ſometimes to all who have obtained 
like Faith with us; ſometimes to all who in all p/aces call 
upon the Name of the Lord Jeſus, &c. By which, it ap- 
pears, that neither the word Church, nor Clergy, was in 
thoſe days ever appropriated to the Paſtors, or Elders of 
the Flock, but did ſignify indifferently all the People af- 
ſembled together ; which is likewiſe the litteral conſtruction 
of the word Fcclefia, which is an Aſſembly, or Meeting : 
In theſe Congregations or Churches, was performed their 
Ordination, which properly ſignifies no more than a De- 
cree of fuch Aſſembly, bur 1s particularly uſed for an 
EleQtion of any into the Miniſtry. The manner was this, 
ſometimes the Apoſtles themſelves in their Perigrinations, 
and ſometimes any other —_—_ — of the Church, 
did propoſe to the Society (upon Vacancy, or other ne- 
ceſſity of a Paſtor, Elder, or Deacon) ſome ”_ Holy 
Man to be Eleted ; which Perſon, if he had Parts, or 
Gifts, ſuch as the Church could Edify by, was choſen by 
lifting up of hands, that is, by Suftrage; and oftentimes 
hands were hid upon him, and Prayer made for him. 
Theſe Mcn fo ſet apart, did not pretend to any Con- 

ſecration 
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ſecration, or Sacredneſs, more than they had before ; much 
leſs to become a diſtin thing from the reſt of Mankind ; 
as if they had been Metamorphosd, but did attend to 
perform .the ſeveral FunRions of their Calling, as Prophe- 
ſying, that is, preaching the Goſpel, Viſiting the Sick, &c. 
and never intermitted the ordinary buſineſs of their Trade, 
or Profeſſion, unleſs their Church or Congregation was 
very numerous; in which caſe, they were maintain'd by 
Alms, or Contribution, which was laid aſide by every 
Member, and ColleRed the firſt day of the Week by the 
Deacons ; this was faid to be given to the Church, and 
was imploy'd by Suffrage of the whole colleftive Body to 
the Poor, and to other incidences; fo far was it from Sa- 
criledge in thoſe days, to employ Church Goods to Lay 
uſes. From theſe words, Church, Clergy, Ordination, Pa- 
ſtor, (which laſt hath been Tranſlated of late years Biſhop) 
you ſee what Concluſions theſe Men have deduced, and 
how immenſe a Structure they have raiſed upon ſo little 
a Foundation, and how eaſily it will fall to the ground, 
when God ſhall inſpire Chriſtian Princes and States to re- 
deem his Truths, and his poor enſlaved Members out of 
their clutches, and to bring back again into the World, 
the true __ Chriſtian Faith, - with the Apoſtolical . 
Churches, Paſtors, and Ordination, fo conſiſtent with Mo» 
ral Vertue, and Integrity ; ſo helpful and conducing to the 
beſt and moſt prudent Policy, fo fitted for obedience to 
Magiſtracy, and Government, all which the World hath 
for many years been deprivd of, by the execrable and 
innate ill quality, which is inſeparable from Prieſtcraft, and 
the Conjuration or Spell of their new invented Ordination, 
by which they cry with the Poet Claudian, 
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Fam furor humanum noſtro de peftore ſenſum 
Expulit & totum ſpirant pracordia Phebum, 


Which makes them fo Sacred, and Holy, that they have 
nothing of Integrity, or, indeed, of Humanity left in them. 
I hope I ſhall not be thought impious any longer, upon 
this Point; IT mean for Vindicating Chriſtian Religion 
from the aſſaults of theſe Men, who, having the confidence 
to believe, or at leaſt profeſs themſelves the only Inſtru- 
ments which God hath choſen, or can chuſe, to teach and 
reform the World (though they have neither Moral Ver- 
tues, nor Natural Parts, equal to other Men for the moſt 
part) have by this pretence prevailed ſo far upon the com- 
mon ſort of People, and upon ſome too of a better qua- . 
lity, that they are perſwaded their Salvation, or Eternal 
Damnation, depends upon believing, or not bclieving of 
what they ſay. I would not be underſtood to diſſwade any 
from honouring the true Apoſtolical Teachers, when they 
ſhall be re-eſtabliſhed amongſt us, or from allowing them 
(even of right, and not of alms or courtelie) ſuch Emolu- 
ments as may enable them cheerfully to perform the duties 
of thcir Charge, to provide for their Children, and even 
to uſe Hoſpitality, as they are commanded by St. Pay/. 
But this I will Propheſie before I conclude, that if Prin- 
ces ſhall perform this buſineſs by halves, and leave any 
root of this Clergy, or Prieſt-craft, as it now 1s, in- the 
ground ; or if that Famous Reformer, fled ſome years ſince 
out of Picardy, to Geneva, who is of fo great Renown for 
Learning, and Parts, and who promiſes us ſo perfet a 
Reformation, ſhall not in his Model wholly extirpate this 
fort of Men; then I fay I mult foretell, that as well the 
Magiſtrate, as this Workman, will find themſelves 
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deceived in their expectation, and that the leaſt Fibra of 
this Plant will overrun again the whole Vineyard of the 
Lord, and turn to a diffuſive Papacy in every Diocels, 
perhaps in every Pariſh, So that God in his mercy in» 
ſpire them to cut out the Core of the Uulcer, and the 
bag of this Impoſtume, that it may never ranckle, or feſter 
any more, nor break out hereafter, to diffuſe new cor- 
ruption and putrefation through the Body of Chriſt, 
which is his Holy Church, nor to vitiate and infect the 
good Order, and true Policy of Government. I come 
now to the laſt branch of my Charge, which is, That I 
teach Princes Villany, and how to Enſlave and Oppreſs 
their Subjeats: In which Accufſation I am dealt with as 

r Meſlieur Agnolo Canini was, who, as they report, 
xing a very Learned Pradtiſer of the Laws, and left the 
only . Man of this profeſſion, one Autumn in our City, 
the reſt of the Advocates being fled into the Country for 
fear of a Contagious Diſeaſe which then reigned, was 
commanded by our Judges to alſliſt with his Counſel 
both Parties, and to draw Pleas as well for the De- 
fendant, as the Plaintiff, ciſe the Courts of Juſtice muſt 
have been ſhut up. In the ſame manner my Accuſers 
handle me, and make me firſt exhort and teach Subjects 
to throw off their Princes, and then to inſtru Monarchs 
how to Enflave and Oppreſs them ; but I did not expe 
ſuch ingratitude from mine own Citizens ; or to be ſerv'd 
as Meſes was, when he was upbraided for killing the 
Egyptian, by one of his own People, for whoſe ſake he 
had done it; whereas he believed they would have under- 
ſtood by that action, that he was the Perſon whom God 
intended to make uſe of in delivering them from the hor- 
rid Slavery they were then under. If any Man will read 
over my Book of the Prince with impartiality, and ordi- 
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' nary Charity, he will eafily perceive that it is not my 
intention therein to recommend that Government, or 
thole Men there deſcribed, to the World; much Icfs to 
reach them to trample upon good Men, and all that is 
Sacred an4 Venerable upon Earth ; Laws, Religion, Ho- 
neſty, and what not. 
if 1 have been a little too punctual in deſigning theſe 
Monſters, and drawn them to the Life in all their Linea- 
ments, and Colours, I hope Mankind will know them, the 
better to avoid them; my Treatiſe being both a Satyr a- 
gainſt them, and a true CharaQter of them. I ſpeak no- 
thing of Great and Honourable Princes, as the Kings of 
France, England, and others, who have the States and Or- 
ders of ther Kingdoms, with excellent Laws and Coſtitu- 
tions, to found and maintain their Government; and who 
reign over the Hearts, as well as the Perſons of their Sub- 
jects. I treat only of thoſe Vermine, bred out of the 
corruption of our own ſmall Commonwealth, and Cities, 
or engender d by the ill blaſts that come from Rome, as 
O/tvarol'. da Fermo, Borgia, the Baglioni, the Bentrvoglt, 
and a hurtdred others, who having had neither right, nor 
honourable means to bring them totheir power, uſe it with 
more Violence, Rayine and Cruelty upon the poor People, 
than thoſe other Renowned Princes ſhew to the Boars, 
the Wolves, the Foxes, and other Savage Beaſts, which are 
the Objets of their Chace and Hunting. Whoſoever in 
his Empire over Men is ty'd to no other Rules than thoſe 
of his own Will and Luſt, muſt either be a Saint to mo- 
derate his Paſſions, or elſe a very Devil incarnate ; or if 
he be neither of theſe, both his Life and Reign are like 
to be very thort; for whoſoever takes upon him fo exe-_ 
crable an Employment, as to Rule Men againſt the Laws 
of Nature, and of Reaſon, muſt turn all topſey turvy, and 
never 
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never ſtick at any thing ; for if once he halt, he will fall, 
and never riſe again. I hope after this I need fay little to 
juſtify my ſelf from the Calumny of adviſing theſe Mon- 
ſters to break their Faith, ſince to keep it, is to loſe their 
Empire; Faithfulneſs and Sincerity being their mortal E- 
nemies: And Zgaccione delia Faggivola, to one who upbraid- 
ed him, that he never employ d honeſt Men, anſwered, 
honeſt Men will cut my throat; let the King uſe honeſt 
Men, meaning the King of Naples, who was Eſtabliſhed 
in this Throne, and had right to it. But that I may 
have occaſion to juſtify my ſelf againſt a little more 
than I am accuſed of ; I will confeſs, that in a Work, 
where I defired to be a little more ſerious than I was in 
this Book of the Prince, I did affirm, that in what way 
ſoever Men defended their Country, whether by breaking 
or keeping their Faith, it was ever well defended ; not 
meaning in a ſtri& moral fence, or point of Honour ; but 
explaining my ſelf, that, de fafo, the infamy of the breach 
of word would quickly be forgotten, and pardon'd by 
the World, which is very true; nay, what if I had faid 
that good ſucceſs in any Enterprize (a far lefs conſidera- 
rion than Piety to our Country) would have cancel'd the. 
blame of ſuch a perfidy ? | 
I might have alledged a thoufand Examples for the 
truth of this ; to take one for all, we ſee the treachery 
which Cz/ar (whom. I compare to Cataline) uſed toward - 
his fellow Citizens; not only not deteſted by Poſterity, 
but even crowned with Renown, and immortal Fame, 
infomuch as Princes to this day (as I have obſerved clſc- 
where) think it an honour to be compared to him, and 
the higheſt pitch of Veneration their Flatterers can arrive 
to, is to call them by the name of one who violated his 
Faith, and Enſlav'd his Country. 
| 


[ 32 ] 
T hope that in ſhewing as well theſe Tyrants, as the 
poor People who are forced to live under them, their 
danger ; that is, by laying before the former, the helliſh 
and precipitous Courſes, they muſt uſe to maintaia their 
Power ; and by repreſenting to the latter what they muſt 
ſuffer, I may be Inſtrumental, firſt, to deter private 
Citizens from attempting upon the Liberties of their 
Country, or if they have done it, to make them lay down 
their ill-gotten Authority, and then to warn the reſt of 
the Nobility and People from thoſe FaCtions and Malignan- 
cies in their ſeveral Commonwealths and Governments, 
which might give hope and opportunity to thoſe who are 
Ambitious amongſt them, to aſpire to an Empire over them. 
However it prove, I hope I am no more to be blamed 
for my attempt, than that Excellent Phyſician of our Na- 
tion is, who hath lately taken ſo much pains to compoſe 
an excellent Treatiſe of that foul Diſeaſe, which was not 
long ſince brought from the New World, into theſe 
parts; wherein, though he be forced to uſe ſuch expreſ- 
ſions as are almoſt able to nauſeate his Readers, and talk 
of ſuch Ulcers, Boils, Nodes, Botches, Cankers, &c. that 
are ſcarce fit to be repeated ; eſpecially when he handles 
the Cauſes of thoſe Eftets; yet he did not intend to teach 
or exhort Men to get this Diſeaſe, much leſs did he bring 
this lamentable infirmity into the World ; but deſcribes it 
faithfully as it is, to the end Men may be deterr'd, and a- 
void the being infected with it, and may diſcern and 
Cure it, when ever their incontinence and folly ſhall pro- 
cure it them. I ſhall ſay no more in this matter, but, to 
conclude all, make a proteſtation, that as well in this 
Book, as in all my other Writings, my only ſcope and 
deſign is to promote the intereſt and weltare of Man- 
kind, and the peace and quiet of the World; both which 
| I 
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Fam fo vain as to believe, would be better obtained, 
and provided for, if the —_— I lay down were 
followed, and obſerved, by Princes and People, than they 
are like to be by thoſe Maximes which are in this Age 
moſt in vogue. 

For my ſelf, I ſhall only ſay, (and call you all to Witneſs 
for the Truth of it) that as by my Birth I am a Gentleman, 
and of a Family which hath had many Chief Magiſtrates 
of Juſtice in it ; ſo I have been uſed in many Employ- 
ments of Great Truſt, both in our City and Abroad, and 
at this Hour, I am am not in my Eſtate one Penny the 
better for them all nor ſhould I have been, although I had 
never ſuffered any Loſſes by the Seizure of my Eſtate, in 
the Year 1531. For my Carriage, it hath ever been void 
of Faction and Contention ; I never had any Prejudice 
apainſt the Houſe of Medici, but Honoured the Perſons of 
all thoſe of that Family, whom I knew, and the Memory ot 
ſuch of them as Liv'd before me,whom I acknowledge to have 
been Excellent Patriots and Pillars of our City and Common- 
wealth : During the turbulent times of Piero, and after his 
Expulſion out of Florence ; though my Imployments were 
but Miniſterial, my Advice was ask'd in many Grave Mat- 
ters, Which I ever delivered with Impartiality and Indiffe- 
rence ; not efpouſing the Heady Opinions of any, much leſs 
their Paſſions and Animoſities, I never ſided with any Party 
further than that the Duty of my Charge oblig'd me to 
ſerve the prevailing Party, when poſleſt of the Govern- 
ment of our City ; this I ſpeak for thoſe Changes which 
happen'd between the Flight of the ſaid Piero de Medici, and 
the Horrid Parrictde, committed by Clement the 7th upon 
his Indulgent Mother, joyning with his greateſt Enemies, 
and uniting himſelf with thoſe who had uſed the moſt Tran- 
ſcendent Infolence to his own Perſon, and the higheſt Vio- 
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lence and Fury the Sun ever faw, to his poor Courtiers and 
Subjedts ; that ſo accompany'd, he might Sheath his Sword 
in the Bowels of his own Deſolate Country. Art that time, 
and during that whole Siege, I muſt confeſs, I did break the 
Confines of my Neutrality, and not only Acted as I was 
commanded barely, but rouz'd my ſelf, and ſtirr'd up others, 
Haranguing / in the ſtreets and places of the City) the Peo- 
ple to deſend, with the laſt drop of their Blood, the Walls 
of their -Country, and the Liberty of their Government, 
raking very hazardous Journeys to Ferruccio, and the reſt, 
into the Mugello and other parts, to bring in Succours and 
Proviſions to cur languiſhing City ; and Acting as a Sol- 
dier (which was a new Profeſſion to me) at the Age of a- 
bove Sixty, when others are Diſpenced from it. For all 
which I had ſo intire a Satisfation in my Mind and Con- 
ſcience, that I am perfwaded this Cordial made me able to 
ſupport the Sufferings which befell me after our Cataſtrophe, 
and to rejoyce in them fo far, that all the Malice and Cru- 
elty of our Enemies, could never araw one word from me 
unſuitable to the Honour I thought I merited, and did in 
ſome ſort enjoy, for being inſtrumental to defend (as long 
as it was poſſible) our Altars and our Hearths. But all that 
I have undergone, hath been abundantly Recompenced to 
me, by the Favour and Courteſie of the Moſt Excellent 
Seizncur Coſimo, who hath been pleas'd- to offer me all the 
Preferments the greateſt Ambition could aſpire to ; which 
I did not refuſe, out of any fcruple to ſerve ſo incomparable a 
Prince, whoſe Early Years manifeſt ſo much Courage, Hu- 
manity, and Prudence, and fo Fatherly a care of the Pub- 
lick Good, but becauſe I was very deſirous not to ac- 
cept of a Charge which I was not able ro perform, 
my Years and Infirmities having now brought me to a 
Condition, in which I am fitter to live in a Cloyſter 
than 
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than a Palace; and made me good for nothing but to 
talk of paſt times, the common Vice of Old Age; fo 
that 1 did not think it Juſt or Grateful, to Reward this 
Excellent Perſon ſo ill for his Kindneſs, as to give him 
an uſeleſs Servant, and to fill up the place of a far better. 
This is all I think fit to fay of this matter : I chuſe to 
addreſs it to you Meſſeur Zenobio, for the conſtant Friend- 
ſhip I have ever Entertain'd with you, and formerly with 
your Deceaſed Father, the Companion of my Studies, 
and Ornament of our City. And fo I bid you Fare- 
well. 


This 1/t of April 
I537. 


